MY   FIRST   MEETING   WITH   HITLER

'There is no question of revenge and there is no
question of war/ I replied. 'Our Socialism must be
' 'national" in order to establish a new order in Ger-
many and not to set out on a new policy of conquests/

'Yes/ said Gregor, who had been listening very
seriously, 'from the Right we shall take nationalism,
which has so disastrously allied itself with capitalism,
and from the Left we shall take socialism, which has
made such an unhappy union with internationalism.
Thus we shall form the National-Socialism which will
be the motive force of a new Germany and a new
Europe.3

'And/ I continued, 'the emphasis in this amalgama-
tion must be on the socialism. Don't you call your
movement Nationalsozialist in a single word, Herr
Hitler? German grammar tells us that in compound
words of this kind the first part serves to qualify the
second, which is the essential part.5

I then proceeded to quote some quite undeniable
examples to illustrate this feature of the German
language, which is very rich in compounds of this
kind. I saw Hitler flush, and a vertical line appeared
on his forehead, intersecting a horizontal line.

'But perhaps your Baltic adviser, Herr Rosenberg,
is too ignorant of the German language to appreciate
the nuance* I added somewhat maliciously.

Hitler suddenly lost patience and struck the table
furiously with his fist.

'Enough of this hair-splitting/ he exclaimed. He
then made an effort to regain his self-control, and with
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